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Abstract
The role of enterprise in the contemporary world economy is rather significant. 
This article is the devoted to the study of Russian and foreign academic publications 
covering the development of small business. The views of researchers from different 
countries on this process in the world economy are given. The chronological 
framework of the research ranges from the second half of the XX century to 
the beginning of the XXI century. The purpose of the article is to analyse research 
priorities in the field of small business in Russia and abroad and to establish their 
correlation with the level of small business development and its urgent problems 
in particular countries and regions. The article includes a comparative analysis of 
small business problems coverage by Russian and foreign researchers. The analysis 
revealed the main fields of their research, as well as factors influencing the formation 
of research priorities, traced the correlation of the research priorities with 
the problems of development of small business in specific areas, allocated general 
and specific features in the study of small business development by Russian scientists 
and their foreign counterparts. The methodical research tools include deductive 
and quantitative methods, and the method of factor analysis. The deductive 
method prevails in the introduction to this article, and the inductive method and 
the method of factor analysis is used in the research part of the article. The authors 
conclude that the basic research fields in the sphere of small business in a particular 
country or region are closely connected with the type of business activity in this 
area, the peculiarities of formation and development of business activity, the role 
of the government in regulating the social and economic processes, the degree of 
their efficiency, with historical, cultural and political traditions, and with the level of 
small business development and economy in the whole. The level of communication 
of different scholars studying this problem is obviously insufficient. It is necessary 
to further improve the system of interrelations of business, society and the state; to 
increase the numbers of contacts between researchers of all countries operational 
in this field, also through the academic mobility; to increase the availability of
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Illi'iuUire in foreign languages for both Russian and foreign colleagues; also through 
I he Integration activities of scientific libraries and university libraries of educational 
iif.i it ut ions. This article is of interest to researchers involved in the study of business, 
i enei.il economic theory, world economic history and regional economy.
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Introduction

Small business plays a significant role in national economies at present. 
I lus is due to several reasons: a) a change in the structure of the world 
economy (increase in the significance of services and the value of human 
• •M'iial); b) transition of considerable production capacities into the third 
world countries; c) high efficiency of small business sector in solving 
soii.il problems, especially in transition economies and countries where 
ilie transition has taken place recently. The object of study in this article 
Ь the research papers on the problems of small business published in 
Russia and abroad. The subject of study is the main trends of research of 
mall business development in Russia and abroad based on the analysis 

"I the views of Russian and foreign authors on the process in the modern 
i lob,il economy and the real economic situation. The chronological scope 
"I the study is limited mainly to the second half of XX -  early XXI centuries.
I lif present papers aims at comparing the priorities of scientific research 
In I he field of small business in Russia and abroad, its level of development 
md its relationship with real problems in particular countries.

Л1 the turn of the 20th century in the US, small and medium-sized 
businesses produce about 50% of GDP of the country and provide 
■ mployment to almost half of the able-bodied citizens. In the EU, 50% of 
GUI’ and 70% of the gainfully occupied population relate to this sector. In 
1 bm.I, small businesses produce 60% of.GDP [Bescennyj, 2009|.

Among the East European countries -  members of the European Union, 
iln Baltic countries are worth mentioning in this respect. They present 
Ini nest to the authors because they are the only countries of the former 
Soviet Union that joined the European Union. It is due to their industrial 
ini'lure that small and medium-sized businesses are significant for their 

ин atomies. Back in the early 20th century, the share of services in their 
national economies ranges from 65.5% in Lithuania to 74.3% in Latvia. In 
'out. 73% of all registered companies in Estonia related to the sector of 
in ill and medium-sized businesses. They accounted for 80% of the labour 

......... in the economy, and 78% of the total commercial revenues.
In 2015, 98% of all registered commercial entities in Latvia could be 

о b in d to the sphere of small and medium-sized businesses. In 2012,
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according to the World Bank, Lithuania ranked 17th out of 183 countries 
in terms of business environment for entrepreneurial activities, Estonia 
ranked 22nd, Latvia ranked 24th [Business environment in Latvia, 2015; 
Lithuania among 17 world’s most business-friendly countries, ahead 
of neighbours, 2015; Saal, Savenkova, 2014; The economic profile of 
the city of Riga, 2015]. This was largely due to favourable conditions 
of business registration and other measures of state support of small 
business in the Baltic States [Company registration: how to start business 
in Latvia? 2015|.

As of December 31, 2013, Russia had 2063 million small businesses, 
88.6% of which were micro businesses. The same was true for some 
foreign countries. Small businesses accounted for 10-12% of GDP. Their 
annual turnover reached nearly 294.2 billion Euro. They employed about 
11.5 million able-bodied citizens. Moreover, there were about 2.5 million 
self-employed entrepreneurs with annual turnover of over 114.2 billion 
Euros [Federal State Statistics Service of the Russian Federation; Russian 
Statistical Yearbook, 2014|. It should be noted, that over the past 
20-25 years, these indicators kept changing, but generally indicated 
positive trends.

Compared with 1997, there was an increase in the number of small 
businesses by 41.8%. The number of employees has increased by 29.6% 
since 1998 [Small Business of Russia 2003, 2004]. The annual turnover has 
increased by a factor of 100. The number of self-employed entrepreneurs 
has decreased more than 30% since 1999. In 2013, small businesses 
employed 18.5% of gainfully employed population, compared with 15.9% 
in 1998.

The statistics confirm the important role of small business in the market 
economy in Russia and the world economy. The specific problems of 
the business environment in some countries, differentiation of historical, 
cultural, political and economic traditions in the countries un-der review 
suggest a high degree of relevance of the undertaken study.

Methods
Papers and research materials published in the bases of Elibrary.ru, 

“Lan” electronic library system, Emerald, Jstor, Bloomsbury Collections, 
Cambridge Journals Online, EBSCO, Oxford Flandbooks Online, ProQuest 
made the basis of the scientific analysis of the problem. Such a choice was 
determined by the degree of their availability in the Omsk State Transport 
University, Russia, which is the work place of one of the authors of this 
article, the University of Latvia, where he is currently conducting research, 
and the National Library of Latvia. When working with Elibrary.ru and “Lan”
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■ i n e m p h a s i s  was made on the search of the Russian scientists’ 
I'lipi'i1., the other databases were used to search for works mostly by foreign
0 m mu hers. That is why the authors differentiate between the concepts of 
T'u . a.in academic literature” and “foreign academic literature.” Sub-topics 

"I tile study and zoning by geographic parameter were formed according 
i" lla- content of the selected materials. The selection of papers and 
M’nMivh materials was made using a search engine database with “small 
business development in the second half of the XX -  early XXI century” 
Miqiilry. The paper analyses the journals dated by the beginning of 
• In year 1991 and onwards. The level of elimination of the found materials 
by the authors exceeded 90%. The main reasons for elimination were 
the duplication of journals in different databases, the recurrence of papers, 
bn к of the full texts access, coincidence of only some words of the search 
iin|iiiiy (“small", “business”, “country”, etc.). The largest number of papers 
mil materials was extracted from databases Elibrary.ru, Emerald, and

1 miibridge Journals Online. The authors analysed the papers in English, 
lalvlan, German, and Russian. Based on the preliminary analysis, 1066 
papeis and research materials from 143 journals ofElibrary.ru and “Lan” 
databases, and 205 journals and scientific publications and dissertations 
Im>i i i other databases were selected [Table 1].

tilth- I Data on the selected papers and research materials for the study

Name of the database Number of papers
1 airraid 407
1 llliiary.ru 270
i ainliridge Journals Online 151
1 UNCO 95
1 an"electronic library system 73

I’loQuest 25
Jslor 23
llloomsbury Collections 18
Oxford Handbooks Online 4
Dual 1066

The inductive, deductive, quantitative methods and the method of factor 
analysis were used in the study: The deductive method was used mainly in 
I lie introduction and the relevance description of the article. The inductive 
method prevails in the main part of the article where, based on the content 
analysis of scientific papers on various issues, the conclusions on general 
and specific features of small business development in some countries 
were made. The method of factor analysis was applied in identifying
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the factors that influenced the researchers’ priorities formation in different 
countries and scientific schools, and in the determining the main trends of 
small business development in certain countries and the world economy 
as a whole. The authors used the quantitative method for processing and 
synthesizing the quantitative data collected.

By foreign academic literature the authors mean the literature published 
outside of Russia. When using the term “sector of small and medium-sized 
businesses,” the authors focus on the problems of small business. It is 
often difficult to make a difference between the small and medium-sized 
businesses due to differences in approaches and practices and a high level 
forms diffusion.

Results and discussion
The results of the study of how the problems of small business are 

treated in Russian and foreign academic publications are given in 
the following tables |tables 2, 3).

The geographical and thematic priorities of small business treatment in 
the world presented in the tables are rather reasonable. The predominance 
of the Russian subject matter in the papers by the Russian authors is 
determined by the priority application interests, insufficient availability 
of databases containing papers in foreign languages, low level language 
training, lack of translation skills, specifics of the national economy and 
society. But it should be admitted that the study of the Russian small 
business by foreign authors in not vast either, but still it takes place 
[Kihlgren, 2003; O’Neal, 2012; Small bank, big ambitions: Learning to 
lead at Promsvyazbank, 2014). As for the priorities of foreign authors, 
among the traditional topics [Loscocco, Robinson, 1991; Spence, Jeurissen, 
Rutherford, 2000] they show more interest to problems of small business 
development in the third world countries, the Baltic States and China. This 
is especially true to papers published in the late XX and early XXI centuries 
[Changing Development Concepts, 2015; Charoensukmongkol, 2015; 
Elenurm, Alas, 2009; Main developments in the Baltics during 2000-2012, 
2013; Shapiro, Gedajlovic, Erdener, 2003; Sharma, Lindsay, Everton, 2015; 
Tang, Shapira, Meng, 2014], which is determined by a massive penetration 
of Western capital investment, transfer of large of production capacities 
into these regions, and the transition of these countries from the planned 
Command and Administration System to the market economy.

Foreign research material on the subject is more dispersed than in 
Russia [Table 2]. If one selects the top three most covered sub-topics of 
small business development in the Russian and foreign academic literature, 
one will get an absolute discrepancy. In Russian academic literature,
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i .1.1. / t*i 11|эог11011 o f research papers as per subdivisions of the research topic 
in Russian academic literature and literature published outside of Russia 
(subject scope) (%)

Nm Title Number of 
papers in Russian 

academic literature 
(proportion 
in percent, 

publications in)

Number of papers in 
academic literature 
published outside of 
Russia (proportion 

in percent, 
publications in)

1 1 henry of business 24,5 2,7

2 1 in,ill business development 12,7 9,2

1 business culture 3,1 2,5

■1 business ethics 0 0,6

*1 I'l nblems of small business 14,2 5,3

() Small business and innovation 9,4 4,7

7 11 business in the small sector of 
economy

2,4 7,6

H family small business 0,2 8,4

4 (lender in small business 0 14,1

in Small businesses in different fields of 
economy

3,4 3,8

11 Small business. Trade. Marketing 2,2 7,3

12 business education 0,2 3,6

I I Small business and the environment 0 2,3

H Small business and foreign economic 
relations

1,2 3,1

IT. State support for small business 16,5 3,1

16 History of business 1,2 7,5

17 Small business and logistics 0 0,9

18 Small business management 5,5 8,3

I1) Motivation in business 1,2 1,2

20 Small businesses in the tourism sector 1,9 2,2

21 Investments in small businesses 0,2 1,6

22 total 100 100

24.5% is on the theory of business, 16.5% is on the state support of small 
business, and 14.2% is on the problems of small businesses [Bondar, 2007; 
(loosen, Pakhomova, Kostanyan, 2010; Ilyasov, 2006; Kumanin, 2012]. In 
foreign academic literature, 14.1% is on gender factor in small business, 
8.4% is on family small business, 7.6% is,on IT in small business sector of 
economy [Dincer, 2010; Eriksonn, Hultman, Naldi, 2008; Estape-Dubreuil, 
Torreguitart -Mirada, 2010; Ibrahim, Soufani, Lam, 2003; Kim, Ling, 2 0 0 1|.



28 Humanities and Social Sciences: Latvia (Volume 24(2))

Differentiation, in the author’s opinion, is determined by the difference in 
the level of business development in Russia and abroad, at least in Europe 
and North America, by the nature of the business climate, economic 
structure, the degree of state influence on economic processes, the role 
of the government in the economy, and the efficiency of the state support. 
The size of the territory of a country, climatic conditions, the degree of 
integration into the international and inter-regional associations and 
unions also play a role.

The interest in the theory of small business development in Russia 
in the 1990s was determined solely by the nature of the transition 
period. There were no historical traditions of this type of activity, all 
the economically active population was born and raised in conditions of 
the planned economy. For this reason, the forms and methods of state 
support, mechanisms for entrepreneurship development and its interaction 
with the state and society could only be borrowed from the outside. 
However, the fact that in the early XXI century this area of research 
remained relevant, indicates that the methods of assessing the efficiency 
of business and interaction between business and the state, financial 
strategy of business development, investment and financial mechanisms 
of venture business, legislation, relationship of business with the state and 
society, and forms and methods of state support of entrepreneurship are 
not sufficiently effective and need to be further developed. Unfortunately, 
this is confirmed by statistical data and research findings. The number of 
small enterprises has not reached the required minimum threshold, which 
is confirmed by their share in the GDP. Their number is not comparable 
with that of the developed countries; there are a high proportion of loss
making companies; their receivables and payables are rather high.

At the same time, one cannot ignore the inverse activity, such as 
growth in product and services revenue [Nikiforov, 2004; Russian Statistical 
Year-book, 2014; Small Business of Russia 2003, 2004; Small Business of 
Russia 2008, 2009]. The vast majority of these papers were published in 
the 2000-2010 [Abazova, Kurmanov, 2015; Akelyev, 2011; Baranov, 2015; 
Yudenko, 2009]. This resulted in the re-searchers’ increased interest in 
the problem of relationship between business and the state, in the efficiency 
of small business state support, in the problems of small business and 
their solutions. The papers on these issues generally focus on the regional 
aspects, which indicates that, vast territories, sharp differentiation of 
social, economic and climatic conditions greatly influenced the situation 
(Aliyeva, 2015; Anufrieva, Grazhdankina, 2003; Dregalo, Lukin, Ulyanovsky, 
2009; Krakhmalev, Tsomaeva, 2011].

With regard to the priorities of foreign researchers, they suggest that 
small business has become an integral part of the market economy in both
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i .1.1. i 1’inpniiioii o f research papers devoted to small business development
in Russian academic literature and academic literature published outside 
nl Russia (geographical criterion) (%)

Nh Title Number of papers 
in Russian academic 

literature (proportion in 
percent, publications in)

Number of papers in academic 
literature published outside of 
Russia (proportion in percent, 

publications in)

i 1 in ope 0,5 19,7
) niidliiavia 0 6,4

i Hnlt Ic Countries 8 18

4 I'o'.l Soviet states* 2,5 3,7
n Russia 86 2,5
ft the USSR 0,2 0,3
7 North America 0,5 14,7
H 1 bird World countries 1,2 22,2
') China 0,85 10,1

in liman 0,25 2,4
II. Ihiiis, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
hiiknienistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan.

hthlc 4 The hierarchy of journals on the number of papers on the topics studied

1 Ik- quantitative 
criterion 

INtiniber of 
publications 

nil (lie studied 
Issues in research 

lournals dated 
lo.m 1991 to 

2015)

Number of 
journals that 

meet the criteria 
in the Russian 

academic 
literature

The proportion 
of journals that 
meet the criteria 

in the Russian 
academic 

literature (%)

Number of 
journals that 

meet the criteria 
in academic 
literature, 
published 

outside of Russia

The proportion 
of journals that 
meet the criteria 

in academic 
literature 
published 

outside of Russia 
(%)

1 27 18,9 111 54

2-5 27 18,9*-’ 69 33,7

6-10 26 18,1 18 8,8

1 1-20 23 16,1 4 2
21-50 22 15,4 1 0,5

50 and over 18 12,6 2 1

I lie developed countries, and the countries of the Third World. The foreign 
researchers are also interested in various aspects of its development, but 
especially in increasing its efficiency rather than its formation and survival, 
in the socio-economic aspects of its development, in the diversity of forms 
and types of business, in gender and family aspects, in business activities
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in high technology industries, such as IT-business [van Akkeren, Gavaye, 
1999; Billore, 2011; Gundolf, Meier, Missioner, 2013; Riquelme, 2002; 
Tillmar, 2007; Wojcik, 2007|.

The narrow specialisation of foreign journals compared to the Russian 
ones is noteworthy. For example, 62.4% of the reviewed foreign 
publications, such as “Journal of Systems and Information Technology” (IT- 
business), “International Journal of Contemporary Hospitality Management” 
(problems of tourist business) specialise in one category |Boer, 1992; 
Hopkins,2012), 16.8% of the Russian journals (“Business, Management 
and Law” -  the theoretical aspects of the activities stated in the title of 
the journal) [Zolotukhin, 2015).

At the same time, the share of foreign journals that publish materials on 
a wide range of business issues (2 sub-topics and more) does not exceed 
38%, while in Russia there are over 83% of such journals. Moreover, if one 
considers journals that publish materials on more than 10 sub-topics, this 
ratio will be 1% to 12.6%. These include the “Journal of Small Business and 
Enterprise Development”, “Business History Review” (journals outside of 
Russia). “Vector of Science ofTogliatti State University”, "Works of Bratsk 
State University”, “Innovative Development of Economy Journal” ( journals 
of Russia) [Table 5; Alvaro-Moya, 2012; Ibbotson, Moran, 2005; Kaverzina, 
Semkina, 2011; Korotkova, 2014; Manova, 2014; Ownick, 2006; Small- 
bone, Xiao, Xu, 2008|.

Table 5 The hierarchy of journals on the number of subdivisions of the research 
topic in the papers

Number of 
subdivisions (as per 
titles in Table 2)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 13 15

Number of journals 
in Elibrary.ru and 
“Lan” databases

24 10 12 17 10 13 11 9 9 10 9 9 0

Proportion in 
percent 16,8 7 8,3 11,9 7 9,1 7,7 6,3 6,3 7 6,3 6,3 0

Number of journals 
in Emerald, 
Cambridge Journals 
Online, EBSCO, 
ProQuest.Jstor, 
Bloomsbury 
Collections, Oxford 
Handbooks Online 
data bases

128 32 21 9 3 2 4 2 1 1 0 1 1

Proportion in 
percent 62,4 15,6 10,2 4,3 1,5 1 2 1 0,5 0,5 0 0,5 0,5
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lln (itiWicjilions included in Elibrary.ru and “Lan,” databases, most of 
In. Ii .nr Russian journals, has rather general content, while the journals

....... ..it*is databases are more specialised. In the author’s opinion, this
ii.. к Inn is determined by some specific factors, such as differences in 

ill. i. i|iiliements to the magazine, the amount of commercial activity 
i |.niiital ( (inducts, difference in the number of publications in Russia and
.......... 1, t lu* quality of papers submitted to the journals for publication and
....till Ions in which investigation are carried out..

И '.110111(1 be noted, that the academic community discusses the problems 
a in.ill business in Russia much more intensively than abroad. The ratio of 

Iм111 n.ils that pay considerable attention to the problems of small business 
(nv«*i 20 publications in a journal) in Russia and abroad is 1.5% to 28%; of 
|..i i i i i .i!s regularly publishing such materials (from 6 to 20 publications in 
i |i mi nril) 10.8% to 34.2%; of journals with up to 5 publications -  33.7% to 
lit t „, ul journals with few publications -  54% to 18.9% [Table 4).

Among the publications covering the problems of small business 
.1. vflnpment most actively, the authors should mention the “Journal of 

hi ill Business and Enterprise Development”, “The Journal of Economic 
lli .toiy", "International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behaviour & Research”, 
Kindness History Review" (journals outside in Russia), “Innovative 

I . . .пишу: Prospects of development and improvement”, "Vestnik NSU. 
'.riles: Social and Economics Sciences”, “lousiness and Economic Horizons", 
i Imsk Scientific Bulletin”, “Innovative Development of Economy Journal”, 

"V alor of Science of Togliatti State University”, “Works of Bratsk State 
University”, “Economics and Management of Innovative Technologies”, 
I Kinomics and modern management: the theory and practice”, “Journal 

u| Economic Regulation”, “Economic and social changes: facts, trends,
I.(recast" (journals of Russia).

( (inclusions
Thus, the analysis of the problem in this article leads the authors to 

the following conclusions:
• research priorities in the field of small business in a particular country 

are determined by the problems of this sphere, by the specifics 
of the formation and development of entrepreneurial activity, by 
the role of the state in regulating social and economic processes, by 
historical, cultural and political traditions, and by the level of small 
business development and the economy in general;

• the analysis of small business development and cooperation with 
the state and society in Russia and abroad shows an insufficient 
level of communication among researchers from different countries,
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which is caused by language barriers, inaccessibility of literature 
in foreign languages, the differences in research methodology and 
approaches, and traditions of thinking;

• in Russia, the development of small business is paid more attention 
to than abroad;

• Journals published abroad have a clearer and narrower thematic 
specialisation than most of their Russian counterparts.

Consequently, the authors should outline the following main trends in 
the development of small businesses and research in Russia:

• improving the regulatory framework of entrepreneurial activity and 
increasing the efficiency of state support of business,

• contributing to the improvement of its relations with society, 
improving its image and attractiveness;

• expanding academic contacts between Russian and foreign re
searchers working in the same field, also by means of academic 
mobility;

• increasing the availability of academic publications in foreign 
languages for both Russian and foreign researchers by integrating 
the activities of libraries.
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